INDEPTH launches a data repository and INDEPTHStats
On July 1, 2013, the INDEPTH Network 1 will launch the fi rst online data repository that specialises in longitudinal individual exposure and cause-specifi c mortality data from health and demographic surveillance systems located in low-income and middle-income countries, including in Africa, Asia, and Oceania. These are regions where such high-quality, particularly longitudinal, data, are traditionally very diffi cult to obtain. Each dataset in the repository is documented according to inter nationally accepted metadata standard by the Data Documentation Initiative, which enables users to quickly identify and download the data they need. Digital object identifi ers (DOI) are used so that the datasets are citable and succeeding versions, where necessary, are unambiguously identifi able.
In The INDEPTH repository is a longterm project, of which the datasets will continue to expand alongside the research data management capacity. The datasets to be launched will contain anonymised, quality assured data in a predefi ned event history format for about 800 000 individuals representing more than 3·7 million person-years of observation. The dataset format corresponds to the standard micro-dataset format published by INDEPTH 1 and contains a data record for each observed individual demographic event.
Associated with the repository is INDEPTHStats, a website to visualise key demographic indicators. INDEPTHStats is freely accessible and will provide researchers and policy makers with health and demographic information to guide decision making. INDEPTHStats includes indicators such as crude birth and death rates, agespecifi c fertility and death rates, infant, child, and under-5 mortality rates, and others. Additional indicators, such as death rates by cause of death, will be added in the near future. The indices will be displayed either by single centres over time or across multiple centres. New data will be added at least each year on July 1.
